
DENNIS G. SELEY 
TRIAL VERDICTS 

 CASE NAME OR 
NUMBER 

    

COURT WHERE 
CASE TRIED* 

DATES 
OF 

CASES 

NO. 
OF 

DAYS 

TYPE OF 
CASE 

RESULT CASE 
NUMBER 

1. Fukuman v Bell  198350  Sacramento 
County  

Jan 1977 3 auto accident 
soft tissue 

defendant 
verdict 

2. Challburg v Jack 
Samples Ski 
House 

28858  Sacramento 
County 

Feb 1978 6 auto accident 
soft tissue 

defendant 
verdict 

3. Mitchell v. 
Holgerson  

249997  Sacramento 
County 

May 1977 11 construction 
accident 
brain damage 

defendant 
verdict 

peculiar risk 
orthopedic 
injuries 

4. Munson v United 
Artist 

Unknown Butte County Oct 1977 8 slip & fall 
soft tissue 

defendant 
verdict 

5. Curiel v Frontier 
Contridge  

Unknown Sutter County April 1978 8 product liability-
rifle 
loss of eye 
 

defendant 
verdict 

6. Whitmore v 
Braddock  

24190  3 Sacramento 
County 

June 
1979 

auto accident 
soft tissue 

verdict below 
defendant’s 
CCP§998 offer

7. Markgraf v. 
Kilburn 

Unknown  Shasta County Oct 1979 8 auto accident 
brain damage 
orthopedic 
injuries 

verdict below 
defendant’s 
CCP§998 offer

8. Bribiescas v 
Hayden  

 27582-
272504  

Feb 1980 10 Sacramento 
County 

auto accident 
orthopedic 
injuries 

verdict below 
defendant’s 
CCP§998 offer

9. Garland v Squires  277551  Mar 1980 4 Sacramento 
County 

motorcycle/aut
o accident 
orthopedic 
injuries 

plaintiff verdict 
$55,000 

10. Smith v. Oakwood 
Lake 

Unknown  May 1984 18 San Joaquin 
County 

premises 
negligent 
supervision 
wrongful death 

defendant 
verdict 

11. Harris v Federal 
Properties 

Unknown  Shasta County May 1982 4 slip & fall 
soft tissue 

plantiff verdict 
$35,000 

12. Civitts v. Honda 10697  Amador County Feb. 1985 27 product liability 
(motorcycle) 
wrongful death 

defendant 
verdict 

 
* All counties are Superior Court of California, unless otherwise no



13. River Garden 
Farms v. 
Millwright  

49191 Yolo County Sept. 
1985 

10 fire subrogation 
negligence 

defendant 
verdict 

14. Lehr v. Otis 
Elevator  

167952  San Joaquin 
County 

Jan. 1986 22 product liability 
(elevator) 
amputation of 
leg 

plaintiff verdict 
$1.6M; 
reversed on 
appeal: 
judgment for 
defendant 

15. Holmsten v. 
Honda  

202926  Stanislaus 
County 

Feb. 1986 8 product liability 
(ATV) 
wrongful death 

defendant 
verdict 

16. Reinke v. Otis  294519 Sacramento 
County 

Dec. 1986 6 product liability 
soft tissue 

plaintiff verdict 
$120,000 

17. Allen v. B.F. 
Goodrich  

45576  El Dorado 
County 

Oct. 1989 25 product liability 
(bus tires) 
multiple 
wrongful 
deaths 
multiple 
personal 
injuries 

defendant 
verdict 

18. Morein v. Sta-Rite  85-3252  Washoe County, 
NV 

April 1989 14 product liability 
(submersible 
pump) 
brain damage 
tetraplegia 

defendant 
verdict 

19. Rutledge v. 
Waltco  

62991 Yolo County March 
1991 

10 product liability 
(lift gate) 

defendant 
verdict 

20. Cobb v. 
Greenhalgh 

507401 Sacramento 
County 

March 
1991 

10 product defect 
(commercial 
truck) 
carbon 
monoxide 
poisoning 
brain damage 

defendant 
verdict 

21. Stephenson v. 
Honda  

Unknown Placer County Mar-Jul 
1992 

25  product defect 
(ATV) 
knee injury 
punitive 
damages 

defendant 
verdict 

22. Fraser v. Danna & 
Danna 

488887 Yuba County July 1992 5 premises 
liability 
orthopedic 
injuries 

plaintiff verdict 
$166,000 

23. Hough v. Mazda  516618 Sacramento 
County 

March 
1993 

25 product defect 
(seat belt) 
$1M medical 
expenses 
severe 
abdominal and 
chest injuries 

defense 
verdict 

 
* All counties are Superior Court of California, unless otherwise noted 



24. Fetzer v. Loomix, 
Inc.  

239001 San Joaquin 
County 

Nov 1993 5 auto accident 
soft tissue 
damage 

plantiff verdict 
below 
defendant’s 
CCP§998 offer

25. Engbrecht v. 
Sears, Roebuck   

513138 Sacramento 
County 

August 
1993 

11 product defenct  
(riding lawn 
mower/tractor) 
arm amputation 

defense 
verdict 

26. Freidberg v. Klein  520204 Sacramento 
County 

May 1994 36 malicious 
prosecution 

plaintiff verdict 
$5M 

27. Happe v. Chevron  Unknown Sacramento 
County 

August 
1995 

20 oil drainage plaintiff verdict 
$2.4M 

28. Schmierer v. 
Interstation Int'l. 

285987 San Joaquin 
County 

Oct. 1996 15 auto accident 
orthopedic 
injuries 

plaitniff verdict 
$667,000 

29. Lapikas v. Young 
Electric Sign Co. 

Unknown Sacramento 
County 

Jan. 1997 12 sexual 
harrassment 

plaintiff verdict 
$110,000 

30. Ashe v. TECO  130956 Shasta County Feb.  
1998 

22 product liability 
(heavy 
equipment/ 
manlift-boom) 
brain damage 
pylon ankle 
damage 
paraplegia 

defendant 
verdict 

31. Morales-Chavez v 
Del Webb Corp. 
 

Unknown Placer County Jan. 1999 8 negligent 
control of  
construction 
work site 

non-suit in 
favor of 
defendant 

32. Anderson v. 
Allstate   

N005154 USDC - E.D. CA Sept. 
2000 

24 bad faith plaintiff verdict 
$19,450,000; 
reversed 
punitive 
damages on 
appeal; 
$450,000 
judgment for 
plaintiff 

33. Carrier v. Burdette CIV S-00-
1262 

GEB/PAN 

USDC - E.D. CA July 2002 6 embezzlement plaintiff verdict 
for client 

34. Burdette v. Carrier 02 AS 
07941 

Sacramento 
County 

February 
2004 

18 defamation plaintiff verdict 
$4.3m 

35. Ashley v. Five-
Star 

05 AS 
00066 

Sacramento 
County 

15 October 
2006 

construction 
defects 

plaintiff verdict 
for $335,000 

   

 
* All counties are Superior Court of California, unless otherwise noted 


